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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1 )13 Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 15 June 2005 . 
2b)M This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £xpa/te Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) li7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) liZ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing{s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed 6/1 5/05 has been received and considered. Claims 1-7 are 
presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102.that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sinha et al (U.S. 
Pat 6,697,951). The claimed invention reads on Sinha et al as follows: 

Sinha et al discloses (claim 1) an electric power demand prediction service method 
(Abstract, col. 2 Unes 10-34, col. 4 line 60 - col 5 line 5, col. 6 lines 20-50) in supplying an 
electric power from an electric power suppUer (reference number 102, 1 14, 104) to an energy 
consumer (reference number 102, other 102 figure 1), comprising the steps of connecting said 
electric power suppher (reference numbers 102, 1 14) which supplies the electric power to the 
energy consumer (102) to a demand prediction service provider (116) through a communication 
circuit (figure 1, reference number 120, 118, col. 4 lines 16-34), receiving an electric power 
demand and supply record data which is measured and collected by said electric power supplier 
(col. 4 lines 27-60), performing prediction calculation of demand power to be suppUed from said 
electric power supplier on the basis of said received record data so as to produce power demand 
prediction data (col 4 line 60 - col. 5 line 5, col. 6 lines 20-50), delivering said power demand 
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prediction data to said electric power supplier (col. 7 line 8 - col. 8 line 13), calculating a charge 
for the service of producing said power demand prediction data for said electric power suppUer 

and delivering a result of the charge calculation to said electric power supplier (Abstract, col. 3 
lines 24-38, ESP provides services to sites subscribing to the service, it is considered inherent 
that a charge is calculated and dehvered to the suppUer. Also could be considered as sending and 
displaying the information depicted in figure 4, charges and costs determined by the predictions), 
(claim 2) the prediction calculation of the demand power is performed using the power demand 
prediction data held by said electric power suppher or a database of an extemal organization in 
addition to the electrical power demand and supply record data (col. 4 line 35 - col. 5 line 5), 
(claim 3) an electric power demand prediction service system (figures 1-3) in supplying an 
electric power fi*om an electric power supplier (reference number 1 14, 104) to an energy 
consumer (reference number 102, figure 1), comprising a demand prediction service center 
(reference number 116) including an electric power demand and supply record data receiving 
portion (reference number 202) connected with said power supplier which suppUes the electric 
power to the energy consumer (col. 4 lines 60-63, suppliers 102, 1 14) through a communication 
circuit (figure 1,3, col. 4 line 16 - col. 5 line 5) and receiving an electric power demand and 
supply record data which is measured and collected by said electric power suppher (figure 3, col. 
4 hnes 35-50, sent from 102), predicting portion for performing a prediction calculation of 
demand power to be supplied from said electric power suppher on the basis of said received 
record data so as to produce power demand prediction data (col. 4 line 51 - col. 5 hne 5, col. 6 
lines 20-50), a dehvering portion for dehvering said power demand prediction data to said 
electric power suppher (col. 7 line 8 - col. 8 line 13), charge calculation processing portion for 
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calculating a charge for the service of producing said power demand prediction data for said 
electric power suppUer (abstract, col. 3 lines 24-38, subscription for services) and a delivering 
portion for delivering a result of the charge calculation to said electric power suppUer (reference 
number 118, 102, col. 4 line 16 - col. 5 Une 5, also see comments for claim 1), (claim 4) wherein 
said demand prediction service center (reference number 1 16, ESP) performs the prediction 
calculation of the demand power using the power demand prediction data held by said electric 
power suppUer or a database of an external organization in addition to the electric power demand 
and supply record data (col 4 lines 51 - col. 5 line 5), (claim 5) wherein said demand prediction 
service center cumulatively store the demand power prediction data for the electric power 
supplier in a customer data file and make reference to said customer data file upon demand 
power prediction calculation (col. 4 lines 42-50, historical information), (claim 6) wherein said 
predicting portion performs prediction calculation of demand power on the basis of a reception 
signal of a load survey data or distribution line measurement data of the electric power supplier 
or a result of cluster analysis of load curve record value (reference number 306, figure 4, col. 7 
line 8 - col 8 line 13, considered load survey data), (claim 7) wherein said charge calculation 
processing portion further determines a charge to a customer on the basis of at least one of 
precision of prediction, size of geometric area, length of prediction period, time interval of 
prediction, and size of electric power variation amount in the load curve in a prediction time 
zone (col. 7 lines 48-56, length of prediction period). Examiner would like to point out that any 
reference to specific figures, columns and lines should not be considered limiting in any way, the 
entire reference is considered to provide disclosure relating to the claimed invention. 

Response to Arguments 
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4. Applicant's arguments filed 6/15/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Sinha et al is directed to providing information for an energy 
consumer rather then information for the electrical power supplier. Examiner found that Sinha et 
al discloses a unique situation where the consumer is also a suppher. Col. 2 hnes 10-34 
describes how the service can determine when the customer should purchase, generate or sell 
power. Because site 102 can also sell power, the site 102 can also be considered a suppher. 
Figure 1 shows a plurality of consumer sites, therefore while one site 102 is a consumer, another 
can be the suppher. Not only is the utility company 114 a supplier but a consumer site can also 
be a supplier. Col. 4 hnes 42-50 discuss how site 102 provides demand and record data to the 
ESP, this disclosure reads on the hmitation of receiving record data. Because the ESP can 
determine when to buy, generate or sell based upon collected data, the ESP is considered to 
calculate demand and because the ESP sends the information back to the site on whether to 
purchase, generate or sell, the power demand prediction data is considered to be sent to the 
supplier. 

Applicant argues that Sinha et al does not disclose the receipt of electrical power demand 
and supply record data. Examiner disagrees and refers to col. 4 lines 42-50 again, which states 
that the ESP is provided with information regarding individual DPGrs, current and historical 
power consumption, which equates to demand and supply records. 

Applicant argues that Sinha et al does not perform prediction calculations of demand 
power. . . supphed from the suppher. This argument is not persuasive, the information collected 
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by the ESP from each site is used to determine whether to buy, generate or sell power. 
Therefore, the predication calculations do use the data from the suppliers. 

Regarding calculating a charge, ESP is not only a subscription service for customers that 
purchase power from utilities, it provides a subscription service for determining when to buy, 
generate or sell. Therefore the ESP is a service for a seller also. 

While it is the opinion of the applicant that the Examiner "mischaracterized" Sinha et al, 
it is the Examiners position that the applicant failed to see that a consumer site can also be a 
supplier who can sell power to other consumers in the power distribution system. With that in 
mind, Sinha et al is considered to clearly anticipate the claimed invention and the rejection is 
maintained. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. AppKcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 09/810,573 
Art Unit: 2125 



Page 7 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Paul L. Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 272-3753. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00 - 4:30 T-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo P. Picard can be reached on (571) 272-3749. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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